ASCC Themes II Subcommittee
Unapproved Minutes
Monday, February 19th, 2024							        8:30AM – 10:00AM
CarmenZoom

Attendees: Cravens-Brown, Hadad, Hewitt, Hilty, Nagar, Neff, Soland, Vankeerbergen 

1) Approval of 02/05/2024 Minutes
· Tabled 
2) Comparative Studies 4021 (new course with 100% DL requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group
· [bookmark: _Hlk160796236]The reviewing faculty do not find the course to be thoroughly engaging with GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World ELOs 3.1 and 3.2 and would ask that the course assignments, materials, and syllabus engage with the concept of citizenship at a more in-depth, level. While they do believe that the topic could certainly lend itself to a conversation on citizenship, they are not convinced that the students would be able to make these connections in a way that allows for adequate fulfillment of the GEN ELOs for the category. 
· Vote to not approve via E-vote
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty of the Themes Subcommittee would like to review the course once submissions have been provided that address the concerns of the Theme Advisory Group, as they believe the course will change significantly. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk160796244]The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be submitted that details all changes made as a result of the above feedback. 
· Declined to vote 
3) Sociology 2368 (existing course with GEL Writing and Communication – level 2, GEL social Science- Organizations and Polities, and GEN Foundation: Social and Behavioral Sciences; previously approved for 100% DL; requesting number change from 2367.02, removal of GEL Writing and Communication – level 2, removal of GEN Foundation: Social and Behavioral sciences, and addition of GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group 
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Subcommittee
· [bookmark: _Hlk160796452]The reviewing faculty recommend ensuring that the course number be adjusted to the new 2368 number on page 1 of the syllabus when it is provided to students. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend updating the Student Life – Disability Services statement, as it was updated for the 2023-2024 academic year. The most up-to-date statements can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· Hadad, Cravens-Brown, unanimously approved with two recommendations (in italics above) 
4) Sociology 3597.02 (existing course with GEL Diversity – Global Studies and GEL Cross-Disciplinary Seminar; requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Subcommittee 
· [bookmark: _Hlk160796523]The reviewing faculty would like to ask the department if it may be helpful to update the prerequisite for the course. Currently, the prerequisite for the course is a general education course in quantitative reasoning. However, with the launch of the new General Education program, students may use either a quantitative reasoning or data analysis course to fulfill their GEN Foundation: Mathematical and Quantitative Reasoning or Data Analysis requirement. It could, potentially, be helpful to update the prerequisite to be “Completion of GEN Foundation: Mathematical and Quantitative Reasoning or Data Analysis”. 
· The Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee recently updated their list of required syllabus statements for all syllabi within the College to include a statement on religious accommodations. This new, required statement is a result of a directive by the Executive Vice President and Provost and can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. The Subcommittee thanks you for adding this statement to your course syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend removing letter grades A+ and F from the grading scale within the syllabus, as the university does not award these letter grades. Instead of the grade of “F”, Ohio State awards the letter grade of “E”. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend updating the Student Life – Disability Services and Mental Health statements, as they were updated for the 2023-2024 academic year. The most up-to-date statements can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· Hewitt, Cravens-Brown, unanimously approved with one comment, one contingency (in bold above) and two recommendations (in italics above) 
5) History 3281 (existing course with GEL Historical Study and GEL diversity – Global Studies; requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group
· [bookmark: _Hlk160796712]The reviewing faculty would like to let the course proposer know that they find this course to be an excellent proposal for the GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty concur with their colleagues on the Theme Advisory Group that this submission was excellent, and ask the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services office to include this on their website of example courses. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk160796723]The reviewing faculty recommend that the course title, on page 1 of the syllabus, be placed into a more accessible font in order to be clearer for students and align with best practices. 
· Cravens-Brown, Hadad, unanimously approved with one comment and one recommendation (in italics above) 
6) History of Art 4630 (existing course with GEL VPA; request to remove GEN Foundation: LVPA and replace with GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group 
· [bookmark: _Hlk160797035]The reviewing faculty thank the unit for the revisions provided to the syllabus, but are still unable to see how the course will successfully engage students with the GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World and allow students to successfully complete GEN Theme: Citizenship ELOs 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, and 4.2. They ask that the course proposer strengthen the connection between the course topics, assignments, and schedule to the GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World, such as by providing more information on how the artwork studied will relate to citizenship and by including more readings on the topic (however, these are only examples). Particularly, it should be clear and visible to students how they will successfully engage with the Theme and meet the expectations of the Citizenship ELOs. 
· Vote to not approve via E-vote
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty would like to see the submission again once the revisions asked for by the Theme Advisory Group have been completed. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk160797043]The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that addresses all changes made as a result of the above feedback. 
· Declined to vote 
7) Social Work 3202 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) (Return) 
· Theme Advisory Group 
· [bookmark: _Hlk160797298]The reviewing faculty would like to see additional emphasis placed on citizenship throughout the course syllabus and materials, as in the current proposal, they are concerned that students would not be able to sufficiently draw a connection between the course materials and the GEN Theme ELOs. They would like to see more course readings and assignments directly connecting to the GEN Theme of Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World to help connect the course more explicitly to the concept of citizenship. 
· Vote to not approve via E-vote
· Themes Subcommittee
· [bookmark: _Hlk160797315]The reviewing faculty are unable to see how the course, in its current form, will be an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the GEN Theme Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World (and, by extension, ELOs 1.1 and 1.2). While they recognize that this experience would be incredibly beneficial to students, especially those in the General Education program, they would like additional information on how the course will engage students in a scholarly exploration of Citizenship and see this idea of a scholarly exploration more thoroughly implemented throughout the proposal. Additionally, they ask that the proposal include opportunities for students to engage in self-reflection about the Theme to further flesh out GEN Theme ELO 2.2. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the GEN Theme Goals, ELOs, and a brief explanatory paragraph that tells students how they can expect to meet the Goals and ELOs be placed within the syllabus as they were approved by the Office of Academic Affairs, per a requirement of all General Education syllabi. Currently, only some of the Goals and ELOs are placed underneath assignment descriptions on pages 4-6 of the syllabus. You can find the Goals and ELOs in an easy to copy-and-paste format on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the required academic misconduct, Student Life – Disability Services, and Religious Accommodations statements be added to the course syllabus and not exclusively linked to within the syllabus. This is a requirement of General Education courses, and the required statements can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· Declined to Vote 
8) Communication 3597.02 (existing course with GEL Diversity – Global Studies and GEL Cross-Disciplinary Seminar; requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) (Previously approved with contingency by Theme Advisory Group – they will determine if their contingency has been satisfied; Themes Subcommittee never voted on the proposal)
· Theme Advisory Group
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Subcommittee
· [bookmark: _Hlk160797598]The reviewing faculty thank the course proposer for the incredibly detailed cover letter that deeply explains the changes made to the course. They ask that the information within the cover letter be woven into the course syllabus and assignment descriptions, as they believe this will strengthen the connections between the GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World and the course content.
· The reviewing faculty ask that it be clarified what course materials will assist the course in meeting GEN Theme Citizenship ELO 1.2 surrounding the course being an in-depth, scholarly, exploration of the Theme. While they were able to abundantly see how the course will engage in an advanced, scholarly exploration of terrorism, they were unable to see how the course will engage students with an advanced study of Citizenship concepts utilizing terrorism. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend updating the Student Life – Disability Services and Mental Health statements, as they were updated for the 2023-2024 academic year. The most up-to-date statements can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· Declined to vote 
9) German 3250.01 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) (Return) (Previously fully approved by Themes Subcommittee) 
· Theme Advisory Group
· [bookmark: _Hlk160797897]The reviewing faculty are unable to see how the idea of citizenship will be integrated within the course in a way that would be clear to students, as the course is covering such a large breadth of topics and content. They would like to see Citizenship be the core focus of the course content. 
· Vote to not approve via E-vote
10) Agricultural Systems Management & HCS 3586 (new cross-listed courses requesting GEN Theme: Sustainability with High-Impact Practice: Interdisciplinary and Integrated Collaborative Teaching) (Return) (Theme fully approved, only needs reviewed by Themes Subcommittee for High-Impact Practice) 
· High-Impact Practice: Interdisciplinary and Integrated Collaborative Teaching
· [bookmark: _Hlk160798126]The Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee recently updated their list of required syllabus statements for all syllabi to include the statement on religious accommodations. This new, required statement is a result of a directive by the Executive Vice President and Provost and can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. The Subcommittee thanks you for adding this statement to your course syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the exclusion section on the curriculum.osu.edu form for the HCS version of the course to updated to be “AGSYSMT 2580 or AGSYSMT 3585 or AGSYSMT 3586 and HCS 3585”. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend updating the Student Life – Disability Services and Mental Health statements, as they were updated for the 2023-2024 academic year. The most up-to-date statements can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· Hadad, Hewitt, unanimously approved with two contingencies (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics above) 
